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Creative Writing
Return to: College of Liberal Arts (http://catalog.utep.edu/undergrad/college-of-liberal-arts/)

The Department of Creative Writing at UTEP is dedicated to the intellectual and personal growth of its students, and to the idea of creating a community
of writers and thinkers who will serve the people and concerns of the border region for generations to come. Each student entering our program as a
major or minor will certainly learn the fundamentals of many genres of writing, including fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and screenwriting, but with our
focus on discipline, structure, and creative thinking, and on the ways imaginative writing responds to and impacts the world in which we live, students
who complete our programs will be well situated to enter any career path they can imagine.

Chair 
Rosa Alcala (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=ralcala1) 
Contact Information: ralcala1@utep.edu (http://catalog.utep.eduemailto:ralcala@utep.edu); 915-747-7020 
Education: Ph D, University at Buffalo

Professor
Rosa Alcala (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=ralcala1) 
Contact Information: ralcala1@utep.edu; 915-747-7020 
Education: Ph D, University at Buffalo

Daniel Chacon (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=danchacon) 
Contact Information: danchacon@utep.edu; 915-747-6255 
Education: MFA, University of Oregon

José de Piérola (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=jdepierola) 
Contact Information: jdepierola@utep.edu; 915-747-6322 
Education: MA, UCSD; Ph D, University of California, San Diego

Associate Professor
Andrea Cote Botero (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=acbotero) 
Contact Information: acbotero@utep.edu; 915-747-8093 
Education: MA, University of Pennsylvania; Ph D, University of Pennsylvania

Tim Hernandez (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=tzhernandez) 
Contact Information: tzhernandez@utep.edu; 915-747-8999 
Education: BA, Naropa University; MFA, Bennington College

Sasha Pimentel (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=srpimentel) 
Contact Information: srpimentel@utep.edu; 915-747-6810 
Education: BA, Georgia State University; MFA, California State University at Fresno

Jeffrey Sirkin (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=jsirkin) 
Contact Information: jsirkin@utep.edu; 915-747-5529 
Education: MA, Miami University; Ph D, University at Buffalo

Lex Williford (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=lex) 
Contact Information: lex@utep.edu; 915-747-5721 
Education: BA, Stephen F. Austin State University; MA, Stephen F. Austin State University; MFA, University of Arkansas

Assistant Professor
Nelson Cardenas (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=ncardenas2) 
Contact Information: ncardenas2@utep.edu; 915-747-6316 
Education: BA, University of Havana; MA, University of Pennsylvania; Ph D, University of Pennsylvania

Assistant Professor of Instruction
Sylvia Aguilar-Zéleny (http://facultyprofile.utep.edu/default.aspx?ID=saguilar8) 
Contact Information: saguilar8@utep.edu; 915-747-6316 
Education: MEH - Master in Humanistic Studies, Instituto Tecnologico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey; MFA, The University of Texas at El Paso
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2  Creative Writing

Programs
Bachelor of Arts

• BA in Creative Writing (http://catalog.utep.edu/undergrad/college-of-liberal-arts/creative-writing/creative-writing-ba/)

Minor
• Minor in Creative Writing (http://catalog.utep.edu/undergrad/college-of-liberal-arts/creative-writing/creative-writing-minor/)

The University of Texas at El Paso 
Department of Creative Writing 
Education Building, Room 901

Emails: 
English: creativewriting@utep.edu (creativewriting@utep.edu) 
Español: creacionliteraria@utep.edu (creacionliteraria@utep.edu) 
Undergrad: crwundergrad@utep.edu (crwundergrad@utep.edu)

Phone: 915.747.5713

Visit Department Website (https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/creative-writing/)
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